
DATE 

The Honorable Michael Powell 
Chairman RECEI\JED 

~~ 

Federal Communications Commission 
445 12"'Streei, sw JUL 3 o 2004 FACSIMILE 
Wasliingron, DC 20554 Federal Communjcauons commission 202-41 8-071 0 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

The cost ofprepaid calling cards could soar by 15 percent or more if you designate 
pepaid telephone cards as basic calling vehicles instead of information or enhanced 
service vehicles. That's bad news for consumers, moa especially nlilirary personnel 

Calling cards have quickly become a popular option for military nien and women. With 
low per minute costs and rhe absence of monthly fees, they are affordable and easily 
accessible ar military exchanges and various retailers. They are also the very lifeline for 
military families who wait to lieu from loved ones who have been deployed and may be 
in hamis way. 

The FCC should not eliminate an af€ordable option fol- military personnel simply TO 
subsidize some of America's richest corporations. There is no sacrifice that should not 
be made by Americans or American co~pora~ions for the men and women in service. 

Sincerely, 
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Military status 
Home address with city, stare and zip 

cc :  Comniissioner Kathleen Q. Abernarhy 
Commissioner Michael I. Copps 
Commissioner Kevin J. Martin 
commissioner Jonathan S .  Adelstein 
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